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Environmental justice means fair treatment

and meaningful involvement of all people,

regardless of race, ethnicity, culture, income,

or education level with respect to develop-

ment, implementation, and enforcement of

environmental laws, regulations, and policies.

On February 11, 1994, the President signed

Executive Order (EO) 12898, “Federal Actions

to Address Environmental Justice in Minority

Populations and Low-Income Populations.”

nvironmental justice

environ-

mental justice

environmental justice

environmental justice

Executive Order 12898

EO 12898 directed 11 Federal agencies to

develop an e strategy. It

also called for the establishment of a Federal

Interagency Working Group (IWG) on

. The main focus of IWG is to

promote collaboration among stakeholders

and Tribal communities to achieve solutions

that result in environmental improvements,

economic development, and neighborhood

revitalization.

The EO also tasked the Federal agencies

to develop interagency model projects on

that evidence coopera-

tion among Federal agencies. DOE is an

active member of the IWG and collaborates

with other agencies to conduct model

projects.

Environmental Justice
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DOE’s Environmental Justice Goals

Goal 1:

Goal 2:

Goal 3:

Goal 4:

Identify and address programs, policies, and activities

of the Department [DOE] that may have disproportionately high

and adverse human health or environmental effects on minority,

Tribal, and low-income populations.

Enhance the credibility and public trust of the

Department [DOE] by making public participation a fundamental

component of all program operations, planning activities, and

decision-making processes.

Improve research and data collection methods relating

to human health and the environment of minority, Tribal, and

low-income populations.

Further management leadership by integrating

environmental justice with activities and processes related

to human health and the environment.
The
was distributed in 2008.

Environmental Justice Strategy

LM’s Environmental Justice Role

Environmental justice activities are conducted

by a wide variety of organizations in DOE

including the Office of Energy Efficiency and

Renewable Energy Resources, the National

Nuclear Security Administration, and the Power

Administrations. LM has three primary roles

within DOE relative to environmental justice.

The first role is to provide overall leadership

and coordination across DOE. In this capacity

LM leads the development of DOE-wide

strategic planning for environmental justice

and coordinates implementation of policies and

activities across DOE program and field offices.

The second role is to fund and manage a core

set of environmental justice activities such

as community capacity building and grants

to institutions to support higher education.

The third role is to participate in broader

communication efforts outside DOE. In this

capacity LM provides DOE’s representative

to the Interagency Working Group on

environmental justice and sponsors the

annual

.

State of Environmental Justice

in America Conference
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Environmental Justice Strategy

Environmental Justice Activities

In response to the EO, a DOE task force

prepared and published the

in 1995. This strategy

focused attention on:

Human health and the environment in

low-income communities and communities

of color.

Public participation in decision-making.

Capacity building programs.

Technical support for community

technology centers.

In November 2007, DOE re-established the

Environmental Justice Task Force to review

the 1995 and

to make updates where warranted. The revised

integrates the

requirements of the EO into DOE operations.

At the core of is the

concept that all stakeholders must have an

opportunity to present their views. DOE has

numerous programs to promote

and public involvement. Even though

some activities are complex and technical,

stakeholders are encouraged to participate as

much as they can, as permitted by law. Often,

small towns; rural areas; and minority, Tribal,

and low-income communities have limited

abilities to participate in environmental decision-

making because they lack access to information,

technology, expertise, and decision makers.

Environmental

Justice Strategy

Environmental Justice Strategy
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environmental justice

environmental

justice

DOE conducts programs to enable members of

those communities to participate effectively in

the decisions that impact them. These capacity-

building initiatives include:

A partnership with Tennessee

State University and the National Urban

Internet provides technical assistance to the

communities near DOE sites at Oak Ridge,

Tennessee, and Aiken, South Carolina. The

distributes surplus computers

and creates technology centers to help our

stakeholders address energy and environmental

concerns, economic development, obstacles to

education, and other challenges. This effort

started with nine computers for the Hyde Park

community in Augusta, Georgia; 20 computers

for community groups in Savannah, Georgia;

15 computers for Keysville, Georgia; and

15 computers for Oak Ridge. Rather than giving

computers directly to community groups, this

effort now supports community technology

centers that upgrade computers and distribute

them to community groups as well as small

towns and public schools. The computers, and

the technology centers that refurbish them, give

communities access to technical assistance and

current information so that they can participate

more fully in environmental decision-making. To

enhance , the partnership

has donated approximately 5,000 computers to

various groups.

Tennessee

State University and the Medical University

of South Carolina collaborate with DOE and

the DOE Savannah River Site to conduct the

Community Leaders’ Institute, a training and

technical-assistance program. The Community

Leaders’ Institute helps community leaders

address environmental and other issues in

their communities. Fifteen of these multi-day

workshops have been conducted in Georgia,

South Carolina, and New Mexico. In addition,

four grant-writing workshops have been

conducted, and four made-for-TV dialogues

have been created.

This team comprises world-class scholars,

researchers, and educators from nine

Historically Black Colleges and Universities

(HBCUs) and one Hispanic-Serving Institution.

Building Community Capacity Through

Technology:

Community Leaders’ Institute:

Dr. Samuel P. Massie Chairs of Excellence:

partnership

environmental justice

Dr. Kenneth Sajwan, Professor and Director of Environmental
Science Program at Savannah State University, explains the
principles of a flow injection analyzer to interns.
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The team members conduct research, advise

and assist municipalities, and promote collabor-

ation among Federal agencies, the private

sector, research institutions, and other HBCUs.

The program transferred from LM in 2006

and now resides in the National Nuclear Security

Administration (NNSA), and is a key element of

DOE’s and capacity-

building efforts.

DOE and the United Negro

College Fund Special Projects conduct a

summer internship/mentorship program for

under-graduate students attending minority

institutions. This program brings students to

DOE laboratories for hands-on experience

in environmental science and engineering.

The number of students participating in the

program doubled from 6 in 2004 to 12 in 2008.

This national conference brings

together leaders from various sectors, and

with diverse interests, to share ideas for

environmental justice. The interactive forum

helps generate solutions to real-life problems.

Conference participants from the Government;

business, industry, and community groups;

Tribes; and academia network with colleagues

from across the country and discuss issues with

decision makers at the highest Federal level in

an informal and relaxed environment. Acting

Deputy Secretary Jeffrey Kupfer spoke at

the May 2008 conference where he introduced

the updated ,

discussed elements of the strategy, and laid

the foundation for two additional strategic

presentations during the conference.

environmental justice

United Negro College Fund Special

Projects:

State of Environmental Justice in America

Conference:

Environmental Justice Strategy

Educational opportunities in a variety of fields
are available through the Environmental
Justice Program.

Environmental Justice

Environmental Justice

Training:

Savannah River Site

Collaborative:

These

classes help DOE and contractor personnel

gain a greater awareness of

issues, the communication styles of

various stakeholders, and strategies for

incorporating into

DOE decision-making. The classes Public

Participation, Environmental Justice, and

Communicating With the Public help personnel

communicate more effectively in public

meetings. They also support DOE’s goal of

having a transparent and inclusive decision-

making process.

The collaborative includes

DOE Headquarters, the Savannah River Site,

Washington Savannah River Company (the

Savannah River Site’s maintenance and

operations contractor), EPA Headquarters and

Region IV, and Savannah State University.

This collaboration has helped Savannah

State University develop a state-of-the-art

Environmental Science Masters Program that

has graduated more than 30 students, mentored

60 interns, coordinated a Teaching

Radiation, Energy, and Technology workshop

for 250 math and science teachers,

and conducted 60 community

outreach meetings with stakeholders in

Georgia and South Carolina.

environmental

justice

environmental justice

more than

more than

more than

—

—

Left to right: , ; listens as

speaks at the second annual
.

Mike Owen LM Director
Department of Energy Acting Deputy Secretary
Jeffery Kupfer State of
Environmental Justice in America Conference2008

T
H

E
F
IR

S
T

F
IV

E
Y

E
A

R
S

:
O

ffice
o
f

Le
g
a
cy

M
a
n
a
g
e
m

e
n
t

F
Y

2
0

0
4

–
2

0
0

8




